Dave’s | gyptian T our

MH wife, Sandra, likes surPrises.
She likes to be surPrisccl,
And, she likes to surPrisc others.

| ast Octobcr, | got an email from her while at work. Thc subjcct line was “Daily Crgptogram”

and the message said:

24 211251612 262210110242616 252310 182322

24 1219 1612151524153 12 112101318

Flmmmm, it looked like a substitution ciPhcr. A couple minutes later | had it {:igurccl out:
l have a surPrisc for you.
| am Planning a party.
Bcing as my 50‘7h birthdag was coming up in a few months, | can’t say | was terriblg surPrisccl.

Over the coming dags and weeks | received
a number of additional cryptograms. She
wouldrt say what cxactlg she was Planning,
or Wl‘lCl‘C, but she let me know that ] should
schedule two weeks of vacation in f:ebruarg.
Luc‘ci]g, | had a couPle weeks in the bank
and didr’t have any schedule conflicts in the
timeframe she requestec]. She was taking
care of the P]anning, A” | had to do was sit
back, relax, and wait for the surPrisc. And

what a surPrisc it turned out to be!



Wc left Da”as on 5aturclag afternoon and walked off the Plane at the
airPort in Cairo, Eggpt, almost 24 hours later. [ve been very
interested in Eggpt for years, and hadjust comPlcted reacling a rather g
Iarge book (chock full of great Photosl) on ancient E_ggptian historg.
J'm guessing Sandra got the idea for the surprisc triP because for
months, while she was Fallir\g aslccp, ] was staying up rcacling about the
amazing society and culture of the E_ggptian clgnastics. ] would turn to

her to marvel with me about somcthing | hacljust read. So, the triP to

Egypt was a great surprisc from hcr, and a fabulous way to celebrate
my birthdag.

e We spent ten dags in E_ggpt, starting with a couplc clags in
i Cairo, followed }33 a Hight to extreme southern Eggpt, then
; : = a cruise down the Ni]c on board a s[’:iP that docked each
) ; \ clag, a“owing us to visit many, many ancient Eggptian
# 4 temPles. We walked tl"urough temPles at Abu Simbcl, Echcu,
Kom-Ombo, and |_uxor.

Surrounded by beauty at
Hatshepsut's Palace

We went deeP unclcrground in several tombs in the \/3”63 of
the Kings; walked the Paintccl halls of Hatshepsut’s Palace;
and felt very small in the Grcat ngostylc Ha" of Kamak, with ‘
its massive 80-foot tall columns. QOur guidc cxPIaincd that 100 =
Pcople could stand on each column, and that it takes twelve
Pcoplc holcling hands to surround one. Wc returned to Cairo
for a few more dags, inclucling a drive down to Alcxanclria, where
we went scuba cliving on the ruins of the Fharos Iighthouse, one
of the seven wonders of the ancient world. We got to climb up
inside the interior passages of Khufus (Chcop’s) Pgramid at s
Giza, where we saw his burial chamber and red granite |
sarcophagus. His sarcoPhagus is still in the chamber because it
is too big to fit tl—:rougl-: the door — which means that it was put
into the burial chamber as the Pgramicl was }Jeing }Juilt, years

Advertising CSI far from home



before it would be needed. For a final ﬂing, Sandra and | P]aged around of gohC at the base of
the (Giza Pgramicls. T o be honest, it wasn’t much of a golmc course - hard to grow decent grass
in the desert- but oh, what a view!

T his was truly the trip of a lifetime, one | know |
will remember forever. While there, we took over
1,200 P]’:o’cos and six hours of video. Jve put
the best of the Photos on a website ~ you’re
welcome to view them at
http://ga”erq.mac.com/dnelsonj 8#ga”erq.
The Quiclc T our slideshow will take about four

minutes, the other three slideshows take about

twenty minutes each.

Floating over Pharos Lighthouse building blocks

Sandra gave me the best surprisc birthclag present J've ever had. Now, 'm left contcmplating
how to toP that for her 50th. The good news is that l have a couple years to Plan...



